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To &le Democratic Péople of Manatee County, Greeting: ,

nce more I ask your kind attention while I present to yon what I

deerfl to be a matter 6f the utmost importance to you, both as citizens and
as Democrats. For the last time before you will exercise your constitu-
tiongl right to select, by your ballots, those persons into whose hands you
will commit your inherent power to rule, I desire to remind you of the char-
actef of one who asks that you give him your suffrages on election day, next
Tuesday. The one to whom I refer is John A, Graham, nominated by you in
the primaries as your candidate for election to the office of Representative
3 Manatee County in the next Legislature. I would not presume to
addegss myself to yoy at this time if I were not convinced that you nomi-

gl this man for Sm office without knowiug his' true character. It is
with the hope that ypu will cure, now :that you still have the opportupity
o d0 so, this mistake innocently made by you, that I venture to again
udddess myself to yoy, on:this matter. i i
t is not my purposé to rehash any of the charges I have made against
; nor to bring any new ones. I believe that I have Cov-
the ground so well in my presentation of his true character that it is
no lgnger either necessary or desirable to mention any of his various acts
of tfeachery, fraud, dishonesty and deceit. In“the pamphlet which I ad-

sed to each and every registered voter of Manatee County I presented
an afidavit from a reputable citizen which proved this man gullty of forgery.
and Jif the proof therein submitted is not sufficient to satisfy any fair-
mind@ed: man of Graham’s unworthiness it is vain to hope to bring convie-
tion your minds by a repetition of former charges or a presentation of
newgones. - I believe there is but one consideration that will induce honest
people to cast their ballots in the general election for the Democratic nomi-
nee leven it he 18 unworthy of trust, and it is to this consideration that I
will lhow, with apologies for this trespass on your time, address myself.
he consideration referred to is that Democrats are loth to withhold

them“,'
ing

{s might bring upon them the charge of disloyalty to the party
arty in jeopardy that the defeat of any of its candidates might
"% venture to call to your attention the principle that underlies
ation, of parties and tﬁe foundation upon which the Democratic
{It. ‘Parties are formed by men who are actuated by an earnest,
ire to establish a form of government that will best con-
servll the happimess and best preserve the welfare of the people who live

' eomm\idplty.'l State or a nation, This is the principle that underlies
rmation of all.politfeal parties. In order that the people might have
ch freedom as 18 consistent with the rights of others, in order that
equity ‘and justice. may come to all without distinction as to wealth,
n or superior advantages possessed by some, in order that the people
be governed with the consentr.‘ of tl;‘e ‘goverx:led. ?: in g:::; nt::: t‘l:lo
themselves might exereise their choice and make a g .

; for: le—these weére the principles form-
red by the people and for:the peop A pr;‘nclpm h‘“" to ‘l”
ined it is necessary that the servamts in whose gnda the people
) their power to rule should serye them faithfully. ° The very first

things ‘necessa such as unselfishness, patriotism, intelligence, eapacity
and flevotion t;’ duty, energy and zeal, but all of these, importantas they
are, re secondary to the principle of honesty. The Democratic party can-
not Hve uinless it selects honest men to admlnlsAte; hbe mv:hr;m::mhm dl.t
was ! jtect, maintain and prosper. ad man in|

the Sy sy an unworthy public servant elevated by
the Democrats, will do more to bring dlsrtuption uf» the ::mogmuc ;;:rz
the temporary triumph of an honest man of ano

uty of Democrats to make searching inquiry as to the character of
who' offer- themselves as its servants before committing power to
They should lose no time in learning, as soon &s possible; all about
on who. come forward as party candidates, but if the info

RN DOWN JOHN A. G

port at the general election from the nominee of the party, fear- .

plac :
esspfitial in the making up of a faithful servant is honesty. There are other

. the affairs

character,. with - proof making..geod  the...

information, comes to Democrats after they have committed themselves to
& man fn their ignorance of his unworthiness, they should mone the less
correct the error even If it is too late to give them the opportunity to
choose another in of the uny o. If the success of the party
at the ‘gt.lh is placed ahead of the upholding'of virtue and the repudiation of
vice, .. | party does not deserve success. In your case you
- committed yourselves to the support of & man at the general election
selected by yourselves when you were not in. jlon of proof of his
unw ‘This information has been “you and of such a
character that no one can honestly and sl 7 doubt it. Do not, I
mlunyt mum t%&mmﬂ i party to the side of treachery,
nominee of the party, b{f '.‘* y:?tﬁoim~

_nomingée, even though he
M by Passing his name on the

V. '414£ i 3
lor. the honest Soplalist, but refuse also
_This, a8 you ap well aware, will result

‘_v @ Democ tltc1 cnn(lrltdato.“:)\t‘tt tba:
is 18 to the Democratic party w

he election n A Graham, provén to be a rascal,

I have sald that I would not refer to the charges I have made against
Graham. With your kind permission I willitake back that word and refer to
them briefly. 1 do this because of the statements I have heard he has
made in his speeches. In answer to my charge that he forged the name of
niade in his speeches. He says that Judge Owen vindicated him from the
charge of forgery, Judge Owen told me two weeks ago that Graham did forge
his name. uraham says that my uncle, Dr. J.’C. L'Engle, and his son Jack
indorse him. Dr. L'Engle and his son Jack will not dare do this on the
witness stand under oath. ¢ Mt

I am informed that Graham in his speeches in your county 'is tm.nf d
influence you through your fears that the success cft the Socialist nom nz‘i
would establish Bocialism in your county, This fear should not induce you
to. vote for such a man even though it was well founded. But it is a
phantom held up before you to scare you. There i no danger that the
Democratic party will suffer by rejecting a dishonest Democrat : Socialism
cannot thrive in a community in which men will assert thelr power to think
for themselves. Democracy is safe and will live and prosper in a community
ggmpoo«tlmmy b;‘ ,mnr:’ axorcllo‘ their hﬁgom. their .'gmriomm. their love of
4 of an unw y man offering. himself
servant, Democrat though he call himself, . ' v g

One miore word and I am done, Do not regard this as my persndl
aftair, ;Do not think that I am making &n Attack on Graham beas, P’,"ﬂ},’*

cause o either hate or fear him. I have nothing to n and noth

lose by Graham’s defeat or Graham's election. It is lgy'ond his pow‘% tt:
sffect me for good or for evil-in whatever position he may be placed. ‘I do
not hate Graham any more than I hate any other dishonest man. I fp
pose his eleetion solely because I know him to be unworthy and because
the choosing of him by the le_of Flon:? as a publc seryant would
bring disgrace to the State. »W were W of 'similap eharacter
io.(}or::lm nning for office in t ll B;ate 1 lhloul oppose all of them.
as OgRaucgng a pu wi the e of
any dishon ‘é.m":i‘ i ﬁ'&m rtgnf‘hm as Meddliog in
.Manatee County, Graham s running for a State office and

this gives me the right to criticise him,

but even if '
local office, he were running for, a

having the knowledge that I have'l woud! stil deem it my d
to give it to the people interested and to urge them to reject him. LS
I will end with a word of hope and enco nt. Letters that I have

recelved during the month, and there have

b T, lebd e, 10 Vellkta: thit Qrahat Sl bo' Gatosics o JEgived
B:ery precinet l;;vgwrltton_ma t'h:t they will not vote for him. Let all
bam will ve l:& _kMt none o !K:lolr tribe will da'r: t:)“uglr:o
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(0. pepresent, the poople asaln~Claude L'Bagle. - . Wl .whmw%
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